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Composed September 2023 for Antiquum Documentum
First performance: 28 November 2023 by Antiquum Documentum at Keble College Chapel

Nesciens Mater
a motet for SATTBB voices

Nesciens mater virgo virum Knowing no man, the Virgin
peperit sine dolore bore, without pain,
salvatorem saeculorum. the Saviour of the world.
Ipsum regem angelorum The very King of angels,
sola virgo lactabat, she nursed alone at her breast,
ubere de caelo pleno. nourished by fullness from heaven.

~ text: 16th century Italian ~

Total duration: ca. 6’

This motet was commissioned by the Oxford-based early music consort Antiquum Documentum,
who requested a setting of the Marian Christmas antiphon ‘Nesciens Mater’. 1 was moved by the
text's portrayal of the Virgin Mary as both nurturing and resilient, reflecting her strength as a

mother in bearing the Saviour of the world, the King of angels.

Nesciens Mater is my own minimalist homage to Renaissance polyphony, inspired by the writing of
Renaissance masters such as Tallis, Mouton, and Victoria. It begins with a dark, chant-like figure,
which blossoms into intricate, weaving polyphonic lines which are developed through modal and
rhythmic transformations. The music reaches its peak on the word “angelorum”, welcoming the
Saviour of the world into the kingdom of heaven.

Christopher Churcher
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www.christopherchurcher.com




Nesciens Mater

Luke 1:28 Christopher Churcher
Dark, pulsating J =60 b.2004
i f Q L) ] | L] L] 1
soprano [ - a - ) - 3
()
D o
Alto |Hey s
Q 3 | P
(s =  — I
I. LN 1 !
Tenor e
pp molto legato ————— poco pitt
2 |

e ¢ v ¢ ig

Ne - scl - ens ma - ter v

ne - scl - ens

pp molio legato pPp—

e ——r—

1 e e e ™ o —» |
Pass Ne - scl - ens ne - sci - ens

pp molto legato pp—

2 f f — f f —

1 ]

Ne - scl - ens ne - scl - ens

~
:: 1 - 1]
3. i il
1 1
~
1 - 1]
A, i fl
1 1]
[an)
1 Il
1 I 1l
| 11}
1 1]
T.
pp
1 . 1]
| U
1 1
1 1]
[%]
- et e
- rum ne - scl - ens___ ne - sei - ens
—— P y —————— Ppp
L 153 | L 1 1 1L ) 1 1 | = U
1 1> ] F i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11
i3 I » - 4 i e pd ¥ 1l
B vi - rum ne - scl - ens___ ne - sl - ens
’ ’ prp
mp I —— j ] —
. — — t B— T T r T T — } ] H
— = = o | ] } ] Pt _ i il
- - - . o ©
El v " u -
ma - ter vir - go vi - rum ne - scl - ens ne - sl - ens

Copyright © Christopher Churcher 2023



10 still. elear
'FQ T jol ] T ! ¥ : : e |
5. | = i o I=S===C i
Ne
0 .
v & —
)]

=N

vir i ne - secl - ens

Q M 1 -_f__ 153
"sj)"' v ¢ v v s & = i
ne - sci-ens ma- ter vir - go vio- rum_

pp —_—
=)y — ———1—  ——r— |

|

ma - ler vir ne - sei - ens

— ¥ } i i {
1
‘\ . e o
1ne - 501 - ells ma - te]' Tumi__ ne - scl - ens
o .
e 15— — |
| - 1
ter
¥ 1
A - 5 - :
15 1
cresc. :
- 2y 1 : —]
e

ne - sei - oens

L
3123¢]
i
LSRN
o
| 188

ne - sel - ens

205C]
W
L
| _HEE
L

ne - sel - ens

T L3 ] | [&F
r O ] 1 Il
. | 1 1
|

Ll
LN
Il
| 1088
1es
L 1808
alll
g
B
i
o
ol
ol
ol

ma - ter  vir - go vi - rum— ne - sci - ens



L

p

19
)

5o

1ne

p

mp

ne - scl - ens

Vi - rum

vir - go

ma - ter

¥

Vi - rum

vir - go

ma - ter

V1 - rum

1
vir - go

ma - ter

ne - sel -

vir - go

ud

ma - ter

1R

-

1%

dim.

ter

— | L

1=

15
11 3

| i

| i

LA
HE 3

e11s




mp bolder

68

A little faster .

28

o

si-ne do-

- it

do -

sl - ne

pe - pe - rit

si-ne do-

pe - pe - rit

1
1]

ter




o

47 Faster, insistent J=54 mf'biting
s n L f‘_-_-——-..\

. : = = ro :
| a1 [#1 1 3 hi | 1 1 1 1

\t_lj’ po—— 1 { Il 1 | |

- sal

O

7 1 - b — 5% =

1y [+ 1

ekt 1

(3]

n 5

T e e e — i ——— S e

1 [ | | | 1 1 p il
L 1 Ly L) 1 ! !

sal - va - to-rem  sae-cu - lo 3 rum

o™

—

| L]
sal - va - to - rem

-
1
I
to-rem  sae-cu - lo -

sal = va - o -rem sae-cu - lo - Tum

mf : -

4 3
_‘_‘; | || 4 1 1 1 | I | |
1 L1 1 Ll 1 1 1 1 IrE 1

w [ 1 T 1 | 1
sal -va - to-rem  sae-cu - lo 1 sal -va - to-rem sae-cu - lo -

rum

H@;)

. s : . rum sal -

- - =

| vl | s 1 = - | 15 [P ]
1 1 | I | i 1 il &)

1 1 : = : 1 } il

- to-rem  sae -cu - lo = i

|
L
A
209C
»
I
e

to = rem  sae - cu - lo . rum

= -y 1 "y L %
& " | I -~ Ly il e ] -
| | 11 1 1 I
1 1 1 I I |
T I !
- to-rem sae -cu - lo = rum

I I 1 1 L 1 I}
): : = e 3 = 5
o f o—w T ]. o
.,

rum sal - va - to-rem  sae - cu - lo - U



5.
A,
sal-va - to-rem o
T.
0
= 1
5} | T 1 1
sal-va - to-rem
B B
v ] {
1 1 1 1
1 1
sal-va - to-rem  sae-cu - lo
B.
gr=———————
= 5 o
- 4 I
t r1 Tr
!- 22 1
T
molto rit.
S.




rit.

=138

With a sense of stasis J

07
e )

JiFLd
L

il |

1S

sal

pp

[ ]

va

sal

prp

o)

)

sal

=62

Steady, with quiet mo m.

63

e ()

y i

AT

P CTEsC poco a poco

rem._

to

R

Cresc. poco a poco

cu

sae

rem.

=

—

to

= o,

Vi

sal

va - o - rem

//—"'-_'—N.\ __,.-"'-—_-"'\f—\

sal

renn

(4]




67
)

ae-cu - lo

2

rean

o

va -

sal

Mp ESpress.

cu - lo

cu

)

S

rem. sae-cu - lo

runm

cu - lo

p cresc,

—
§ O

ud

rum

sae-cu - lo

rean

va - o

sal



A

" p
s SR
T

— T _q = o |
= ==
~_ =— —
ruin Ip S re
A mf* cresc.
. L — \h-__.-—""/
rum Ip sum______ I'¢ - gem,
mf' cresc.
— 5 : "
A — ] -+ 7—1
g‘) e — — — —_—
T lo rum Ip sum___ re cem.. ip
cresc,
!?.. _i "{ - p— .[ 1 1 1 1 ==_I
tS [ d' & i - - i._ j ﬁﬂ_l
Y S~ .
Ip - sum re o, ip - -
mf’ crese /———-__"\
/,.--"'"'_"\..—..._ — ;
5 z T e R r——— )
y am— r —_ ____Ef{ __: #_L—J:'
Bl Ui Ip = suIm e gem, & ip
Ip sum rg gem,_L ip. - sum,
77 Jmarcato
= - D r\ — ,
S. '&l_P_P_;P’_ IF = — ! i | E— T T va z ! T ]: |
- gem, ip sum’___— . re - gem an - ge-lo-rum
Y & =N Jmarcato
=" "= = - ,l e
AL I L
J I : I | 1 H 1
s ip S re - gem an-gel - o-rum
mf Jmarcato
Q /;‘;\\;_ . = /-‘____—_—-_"—""\‘ .
- - I ‘II E— If_ i 1 1 1 1 1 | i- ‘; 1
D) GE=—— —_— =
T £ 1] N— re - - - gem, an-ge-
n -.-F-_-._I_I 1 1 | ___-h‘-‘ W‘ 1
o . 77 F F + weseir T EFsr - 1 |
ﬁj _\H‘h___"/ | 1 i ] 1 1 L. | | I 1l i |
- sUmiile re - - - - gem
_—=4 ——y mf
" f 1 - - m 1
= = ; = e ——— v i |
SESEESE =SS e===t , =
-sum re - gem, ip
- mf e
% f—‘-——.—-.__ s __'"-\..\P et s
4 et = ———
E | = I I 1
- e gem ip



79
- —
. &> " — L4 1
Ld F i - |
i T —t x i
o = = —_—
an-ge-lo - rum. an-ge -lo-rum an - ge - lo - rum
f.s‘z?mpr'." cresgs poee a poco
0 = : — - :
> I F il T [ Y
LAY La | . | Il | - J| ‘ £ [‘i
3] = E# _ = -
an-ge - lo-rum an-ge-lo - rum. an-ge - lo-rum Ip = 4

f sempre cresc. poco a poee
0 P R
| I 1
.| 1 |

ESE=sase——c=se=co—ic=—===

) =
lo-rum a-ge-lo - rum f Ip - SUINL ), e -
A /..—-—-'——\ ,—-——-—-._.\ SEMPIe cresc. peco poco
e o T
ip £ s re - - gem Ip - s re -

Jsempre cresc. poco apoco
/—'—.—_-‘\'\P /-""—__"-'\\ ,,._-\. f-_..—-—--\

o~
: e . : . =
— —_— = I o e : =]
—
- =110 e - - - gem Il'l = = sum___ e =

B J sempre cresc poge.a poco
- * -]
|

sum re - . - [ geim Ip = sum— re - gemn,

X II 1 I|||| g@

S0 e - gf_"lll._ l]_} - s, e - ge]l]._ 1}; - b 1 1] | — re - gﬁ‘l! 115

- gem ip - O sumpre - gem ip - sumre - gem
e
) === ———= e N
7 o ———— » 15 - & 3
:m_‘j_- ‘l i- - F_'_F F_FF_'_._'_F |  — | 17 12
. L ! ] 1] 1 1 1 1 e | # 1 1% 1= 3
g T — = — —_—
;.{[’]Il. 1 = SLITH e e, I}J C s
—
~— ’f-—'--.._-_h"\ i ﬁ
. p- Y .t a * £ 4 bl 1 - = = .
” = =t= i ===t — = I If
=1 - == : ' %%
- gell, ip = =111 e o e, I]) & LT re E e
P - - TR . W B
.]- .1- F > F ‘ h = = F ; F T ’ ! ' i I # \F |t 18 ™ A
= 1 1 = | i 1 o | | 1 1 15 1T (™ r'd =%
Z_m— d = ] I ] ———— = é— ] Hzl [5—F L 3 H

.,
i}] - 10 11 | — re - g{‘!l]. I|l - SN re - ;_[l!']'ll



SENIE Cresc.

A — T — - o ﬂ# - \;f:g_—'._,p|
(Y r 7 i . | 1 il
AN ! — e ———
.l

— p - s

SEmpre cresc

2 A W e P e e
| A — £ £ s - . e ™ o  ——— i
. 4

- IP = = sL re = gem.
)
V" —
g K
7
5'3}' £ 3

SEMre crese. S — ™

Q T r _ b T = 0
o vl i == = I J—HF:":W:'
‘gjv B #\i_.—-/ : \d—# ! I

Ip z suim re E g gein

sempre cresc. e By o
Fon, T R | 1 ;ﬁ. i L4 i '-—_IE“ r- IP ]
EEEE===rs £ ; ==

Ip - n:;;'_"—"‘/ re “ gem, ip 7 - % sum re

sempre cresc. S— e N

. 1 F—P—F—P—l
iE=Es——" =, | =7 T L7
., - -
# —_— ; . ¥

]}J N SLH re = genl, il) = sum re J gen,

A I s = Fa

re > - - gdim an . . ge - lo NI -
of - — ~ —— x L
e i t 0
!um" - I — : = = ===== : =]

i}; - sl I'eE gﬁ']l] an - - - - - gﬁ‘

re - gem—— an . - ge - lo - rum an -

ip - sl re - e an ge
,ﬂ"—""-.\ /--""-\
S £ >/ o s P £ s f2 e p .
o 1O | | 1 L ” | ﬁ 1_1r 1 1 1
® ] | Fi 1 | Fi ¥ 1 r 1 |
r 1 r B J 1
1 1
- gem{ 1p s sum__ re g gem an & . ge - lo - i,
gt P erf £ ¢ wPe B fefsf » f pfef
’]! 1 - 1 |—___[ ] _]: 1 J— T L | E
\
Ip = sUIm re . gem an . : ge - lo



12

[
¥
1
1

-
1

1LY ]
ek
LE
I

——

A,

L

1=

o

i)

o

romn__

LR U —

i)

rom

an

rom

an



13

]

Tempo 1.

2%

b
F a0
0 L )

L)

Ppp molto teneramente

0
¥

153

~— % =
la

bat

lae - ta -

vir - go

50 -

pp molto teneramente

lac - ta b

vir - go

la

50 -

pp molto teneramente

s.

p restful

ne

¥

1S

scl

- ! |

——

- ta - bat

lac

vir

50 - la

50'1(

- ta - bat

lae

vir - go

s0 - la

so - la

lac - ta bat

vir - go

s0 - la

| =

so - 1

lac - ta - bat

vir - go

s0 - la



vir - go lac - ta - bat

P Warim

u - be - re
pwarnmn

u - be - re

de cae-lo ple - no__

f &
: r
be
S—
ple - no__
| [ 1
‘a- 2 ] 1 L 1 L3 1 1 1
& Iy
u re de cae-lo ple - no__ cae-lo ple-no
pwa
o THL) ] i 5 i I 5 i i ; 53 I I3
e =
= oo o oo o

cae - lo - ple -no



116

()

b
F a0
T0N =3

102 ]

| fam B ]

[~}

lae - ta - bat

vir - go

s0 - la

e * * &

.g{)

vir

s0 - la

o T

§ O
.

s.

bl




	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance
	Perusal score not for performance

