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Romance
Sor horn and piano

To A Stranger

Passing stranger! You do nol know how longingly 1'look upon vou,
You must he he I was seeking, or she T was seeking, (il comes 1o me as ol a dream,
I have somewhere surely lived a life of jov with vou,
All is recal I'd as we flit by each other, fluid, allectionale, chaste, malured,
You grew up with me, were a hov with me or a gitl with me,

Iate with vou and slept with vou, vour hody has become nol vours only nor lell my hody mine only,
You give me the pleasure ol vour eves, lace, flesh, as we pass, vou take ol my beard, breast, hands, in returm,
[ am nol 1o speak to vou, Lam o think of vou when I sit alone or wake al night alone,

[ am to wail, | do not doubt Tam 1o meel vou again,

[ tor see tooil that Tdo not lose AL
Walt Whitman (1811 1892
Composer’s Nole

Steven Cohien approached me in September 2025 with the proposition ol a new work lor horn
and piano, inspired by Whitman’s “To a Stranger™. The poem resonaled with me imunediately.
Knowing that Whitman was gav gave the poem a personal poignaney. I saw something ol mysell’
in il the obsessive leeling of having (allen hopelessly and eompletely for someone, bul knowing
how muech vou could lose. It is romantic, eertainly, bul also daunting: longing 1o surrender

voursell entively 1o another person, and the awareness ol how valnerable that makes vou.

For me, the horn is one of the most romantie, expressive instruments, with a sound that is so
evoealive of desive. T was drawn to the idea of wriling a Romeance, in the long-established tradition
ol the Romanzea  a lvrical, expressive, song-like instramental picee. This work explores a luseious,

heartlell sense ol romanee and intimaey through the lens ol my own musieal language.

The musie inl<-|'|m|alvs the aneienlt plaincl.anl [ll'ﬂ.l‘ll'l'.'lﬂ';‘if‘u le devote Il_\ Thomas .\(lllillﬂ:-:. ]51‘_\11“(1
personal resonances il has for me, I love the way ils words ofler a deelaration o complele
devotion: *1 devoutly adore yvou ... My whole heart submits 1o vou™. I evokes a similar emotional

world to Whitman, and 1 liked the idea of using i1l as a secrel code, Lhreaded I]ll'nllgll the musie.

Christopher Churcher

Duration: ca. 8

© 2026 Christopher Churcher

www.christopherchurcher.com
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