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Composed July 2023 for the Beauty in Sound Organ Composition Competition

Registration
Swell | Flute 8' only

Great | Stopped Diapason 8 16" (Swell to Great)

Choir | Flute 8' 2
Pedals | Bourdon 8' 16'

Performance Note

Composed for a 3-manual organ. Throughout the composition, the semiquavers are poco staccato until b.51,

where they should be played legato. Registration changes are written in boxes, but the performer has some

freedom 1n registration. Registrations should respond to the shift in dynamics throughout the piece.

Composer’'s Note

“This Shining Night” takes its title from James Agee's poem “Sure on this shining night.” Inspired by Susan

Pilcher's dramatic night photography, the music traces the journey of an eye adjusting to the night sky,

gradually picking out little stars twinkling 1n t!

ne sky above. As the piece unfolds, the organ's dynamic power

intensifies, conjuring the overwhelming majesty of the cosmos. The plece juxtaposes twinkling motifs,

evoking wonder, with deep, resonant chords, suggesting a profound sense of awe In the face of the

immensity of the universe. The composition invites listeners to immerse themselves in the 1image of the

night sky, embracing the beauty and insignificance we feel beneath a shimmering sky of stars.

Duration: ca. 3'30" www.christopherchurcher.com
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